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Work hard, play hard

Playlounge - the Franklin Mint for the Mac Generation

If the thought of successful adult men spending over
£100 on a Japanese action figure brings on an attack of
the red mist, skip to the item about sleep aids opposite
If you are one of thase men, you'll be running about like
a pre-pubsescent upon discovering you na langer have
1o look like a paedophile buying your toys in Hamleys,
Because you can get them from Playlounge, a “toy store
for adulss” affiliated to the Magma art bookstore chain

Playlounge stocks toys and figures by Japanese and
Hong Kong favourites like Michael Lau and Eric So
alongside UK imitators Pete Fowler [best known for his
artwiork for Super Furry Animals) and James Jarvis
Fashion brands are endarsing the trend: check out
Sitas” figures by Jarvis (E39.95 each) and the Kubrick (it's
a Japanese company] figure in a Good Encugh T-shirt.
Arena favourites are the bus stop set by New York graf
artist Kaws, Kubrick’s black-and-white Disney figures
and Eric So's Estate range, based on characters you
might see on a Hong Kong housing estate. They also
sall the sort of toys that the kind of adults who shop at
Playlounge might buy their kids — so there’s obscure
soft toys (cuddly preying mantis, ideal for demanding
girlfriends) and right-on jigsaws aplenty, too.
Playlounge, 19 Beak St, London; 020 7287 7073;
www.playlounge.co.uk.
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Michael Marriott “Shop Local” sweatshirt sestinown
for his e-nonsense fumniture designs, Michael Marriott's studic has indulged its soft
sports for graphics and clothes to produce this simple sweatshirt. 1t ethically sound but
uncontentious economes sentiment is as pithy a renunciation of globalsation as we've
heard. £30; Shalf 40 Chesfure St London; 7739 dad

Segway The kang-promised Segway Human Transporter is finally available to order
wiz Amaron.com, Whether it be the 215t Centuny's Sinclatr C5 o its Vespa scooter
rermiang to be saen, but sither way customers ane restricted 1o twa machines per

WIDRDS: MANSEL FLETCHER 1AS08 MANNING



